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Reform Judaism as full-time faculty for Sacred Caring Community 
and as a member of the adjunct faculty of the Hebrew Union College–
Jewish Institute of Religion’s Interfaith Doctor of Ministry in Pastoral 
Counseling program. She also maintains a private psychotherapy 
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served on the college’s Sexual Misconduct Oversight Committee and 
for a year prior served on the Sexual Respect Task Force. Liya is also 
the founding editor of the campus’s online publication ACVoice.com, 
where she writes about feminism, queer identity, and sexual respect.

Rabbi Selig Salkowitz, DMin, was born in Brooklyn, New York. 
He earned his MHL and ordination at Hebrew Union College–Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Cincinnati. He also possesses a certificate in 
pastoral counseling from the Postgraduate Center for Mental Health 
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in New York City, and he received his DMin in pastoral care at the 
New York Theological Seminary. Rabbi Salkowitz served as a con-
gregational rabbi in Fair Lawn, New Jersey, for over thirty years. Af-
terward, as far as any person or research has indicated, he was the first 
interim rabbi in contemporary Jewish rabbinic communities, assisting 
a sequence of thirteen congregations in distress for one-year terms. 
Additionally he was the chair of the CCAR Ad Hoc Committee on 
Homosexuality and the Rabbinate, followed by serving as chair of the 
Committee on Human Sexuality.

Rabbi Amy Scheinerman is a Jewish hospice chaplain, writer, 
and teacher. She is a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis, president of the Greater 
Carolinas Association of Rabbis, and immediate past president of 
the Baltimore Board of Rabbis. She maintains a popular website 
that serves as an educational vehicle without borders, as well as a 
Torah commentary blog and a Talmud blog with her chevruta. She 
has served Conservative, Reform, and unaffiliated congregations and 
teaches in a wide variety of venues, including as a visiting scholar 
at congregations around the country.

Rabbi Rebecca Einstein Schorr was ordained by the Hebrew 
Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion and is the editor of the 
CCAR Newsletter, a CLAL Rabbis Without Borders fellow, and a con-
tributing author to the Rabbis Without Borders blog and the New 
Normal: Blogging Disability. She is also a regular contributor to Kveller.
com and RJ.org and is a frequent guest on Huffington Post Live. Writ-
ing at her blog, This Messy Life, Rebecca finds meaning in the sacred 
and not-yet-sacred intersections of daily life. Follow her on Twitter 
@rebeccaschorr.

Rabbi Jonathan Stein served as president of the Central Confer-
ence of American Rabbis from 2011 to 2013. Previously he was edi-
tor of the CCAR Journal, from 2003 to 2009. Having served as rabbi 



764 • t h e  S a c r e D  e n c O u n t e r

at Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation and Congregation Beth Israel 
of San Diego, Stein is currently rabbi at Shaaray Tefila in New York 
City’s Upper East Side, since July 2001.

Sarah Tuttle-Singer is an LA expat (reluctantly) growing roots in 
Israel where she lives with her two kids and a one-eyed cat in a small 
village with a view of rolling fields and endless sky. Sarah is a Contrib-
uting Editor at Kveller, the New Media Editor at Times of Israel, and has 
written for Times of Israel, Offbeat Families, Huffington Post, and Jezebel. 
Sarah is dangerous when bored. 

Lee Walzer is the author of Between Sodom and Eden: A Gay Journey 
through Today’s Changing Israel (Columbia University Press, 2000), Gay 
Rights on Trial (ABC-CLIO, 2002), and Marriage on Trial (ABC-CLIO, 
2005). A banking attorney during the week, he teaches Modern He-
brew through immersion at Temple Rodef Shalom in Falls Church, 
Virginia, and is developing a curriculum for post–b’nei mitzvah students 
to maintain Hebrew reading skills and teach about Israeli society and 
culture through the study of Hebrew pop and rock lyrics. He lives in 
Arlington, Virginia, with his husband, Kevin, and son, Joshua.

Rabbi Mark Washofsky, PhD, is the Solomon B. Freehof Pro-
fessor of Jewish Law at Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of 
Religion in Cincinnati. He specializes in the literature of Jewish law 
(halachah) and the application of legal theory to the understanding 
of the Jewish legal process. He writes on the history and theory of 
halachic decision making and issues of medical ethics in Jewish law. 
He serves as chair of the Responsa Committee of the Central Confer-
ence of American Rabbis. His books include Jewish Living: A Guide to 
Contemporary Reform Practice and Reform Responsa for the Twenty-First 
Century, the latest printed collection of Reform responsa.

Rabbi Nancy H. Wiener, DMin, is the clinical director of the 
Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Center for Pastoral Counseling at Hebrew 
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Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion in New York, where she 
holds the Paul and Trudy Steinberg Chair in Human Relations. She 
is also the rabbi of the Pound Ridge Jewish Community, a Reform 
chavurah in Pound Ridge, New York. She holds a doctor of ministry 
in pastoral counseling and a master of Hebrew letters from Hebrew 
Union College, as well as a master’s degree in Jewish history from 
Columbia University. She is a certified member of the National As-
sociation of Jewish Chaplains. She and her spouse, Judith, live in New 
York City.

Rabbi Laura Novak Winer, RJE, is an expert in educating and 
engaging teens and young adults within institutions of Jewish learn-
ing. Prior to founding her own consulting firm, she worked for twelve 
years at the Union for Reform Judaism, helping to guide their youth 
programs. Her Sacred Choices series of publications has won praise 
for sensitively discussing adolescent relationships in pragmatic and 
moral terms. Rabbi Winer has led education efforts at Jewish schools, 
synagogues, and camps throughout the United States.

Rabbi Elizabeth S. Wood is the associate rabbi at the Reform 
Temple of Forest Hills in Queens, New York. She worked with the 
Kinsey Institute during her undergraduate career at Indiana University, 
including her time as a teaching assistant to Dr. Debby Herbenick in 
human sexuality classes. The intersection of health and wellness, sexu-
ality, and religion has always been an area of interest to Rabbi Wood.


