
Contributors

RABBI RUTH ABUSCH-MAGDER, PHD, received her doctorate from 
Yale University for a dissertation entitled Home-made Judaism: Food and 
Domestic Jewish Life in Germany and America 1848–1914 and wrote a 
hands-on Jewish food curriculum as a Jerusalem Fellow at the Mandel 
Leadership Institute in 2007. She has served as the director of Con-
tinuing Alumni Education for Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute 
of Religion and is the rabbi-in-residence for Be'Chol Lashon. Rabbi 
Abusch-Magder is a frequent writer and teacher on topics relating to 
Jewish food. She lives and bakes in San Francisco with her husband 
David and their two children.

RABBI JULIE PELC ADLER is the director of Jewish Student Life at 
Santa Monica College Hillel and the director of the Berit Mila Program 
of Reform Judaism. Previously, she was the assistant director of the Kals-
man Institute on Judaism and Health. She received master’s degrees 
from the University of Judaism and from Harvard Graduate School of 
Education and was ordained as a rabbi by Hebrew Union College–Jewish 
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Institute of Religion in 2006. She co-edited the anthology Joining the 
Sisterhood: Young Jewish Women Write Their Lives, published by the State 
University of New York Press in 2003. She lives in Venice, California, 
with her husband, Rabbi Amitai Adler, who is (among other things) a 
masterful chef of extraordinary kosher cuisine.

RABBI BATSHEVA APPEL is senior rabbi of KAM Isaiah Israel Con-
gregation in Chicago. KAM Isaiah Israel’s urban vegetable garden 
produces hundreds of pounds of produce for local soup kitchens and 
food pantries. Rabbi Appel has lived and traveled all over the country, 
visiting farm stands and farmers’ markets whenever possible. During 
the winter she dreams of summer, when the CSA starts. 

TRISHA ARLIN recently completed a year's study as an Arts Fellow at 
the Drisha Institute (2009–10) and is in the sixth cohort of the Dav-
enning Leadership Training Institute beginning in the summer of 
2010. She has been a member of Kolot Chayeinu / Voices of Our 
Lives since 1997 and edits their journal, VOICES, which can be seen 
at http://kolotchayeinu.org/voices/. Trisha received her BA in theater 
from Antioch College in 1975 and MFA in fi lm (screenwriting) from 
Columbia University’s Graduate School of the Arts Film Division in 
1997. Arlin works as a freelance writer and editor. From 2003 to 2005 
she wrote and performed her one-person show, Things I Have Believed 
In. Currently she is working on d'vrei t’fi lah, some of which can be seen 
on her blog, http://triganza.blogspot.com.

RABBI CAROLE B. BALIN, PHD, is a professor of Jewish history at 
Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion, New York. She 
has recently joined a CSA and is exploring new approaches to keeping 
kosher as a liberal Jew. She hopes to get her hands dirty at a local farm 
some time soon.

RABBI DEBOR A H BODIN COHEN worked at the Advocacy Institute 
in Washington, D.C., between college and rabbinical school as a 
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watchdog of the alcoholic beverage industry. Ordained in 1997 from 
Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion in New York, she 
has served congregations in Potomac, Maryland, Cherry Hill, New Jer-
sey, and Cary, North Carolina. She has published six books for Jewish 
children and teens, including Lilith’s Ark, which received a National 
Jewish Book Award. 

RABBI EUGENE B. BOROW ITZ serves as the Sigmund L. Falk Dis-
tinguished Professor of Education and Jewish Religious Thought at 
the New York School of Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of 
Religion, where he has taught since 1962. He is the author of many 
articles and books on Jewish religious thought. Rabbi Borowitz is the 
former editor of Sh’ma, A Journal of Jewish Responsibility, which he 
founded in 1970 and edited for twenty-three years. For his contribu-
tions to Reform Judaism, the Union for Reform Judaism awarded him 
its Eisendrath Prize at its 2005 Biennial convention. Rabbi Borowitz 
received his bachelor’s degree from Ohio State University. He was 
ordained and received the fi rst of his two earned doctor’s degrees from 
Hebrew Union College, the other being from Teachers College Co-
lumbia University. He has served congregations in St. Louis, Missouri, 
and Port Washington, New York, and was a navy chaplain during the 
Korean War. Prior to his academic position he was national director 
of education for Reform Judaism at the UAHC.

R A BBI JEFFR EY BROW N has served as associate rabbi of Temple 
Solel in Cardiff, California, since his rabbinic ordination (at Hebrew 
Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnati) in 2005. 
His contributions to this book build on his rabbinical school thesis, 
which he wrote under the guidance of Rabbis Sam Joseph and Mark 
Washofsky.

RACHEL COHEN served as a legislative assistant at the Religious Ac-
tion Center, the Washington offi ce of the Reform Movement, from 
2008 to 2010. During her time at the RAC she focused mainly on 
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environmental issues, including climate change, energy, and food pol-
icy. She led several efforts to “green” the institutions of the Reform 
Movement and staffed the Union’s Shulchan Yarok, Shulchan Tzedek 
(Green Table, Just Table) 2009 Biennial initiative on sustainable, ethi-
cal eating. Cohen holds a BA in political science from Washington 
University in St. Louis and plans to stay in Washington to pursue a 
career in nonprofi t advocacy and public policy work. 

RABBI WILLIA M CUT TER, PHD, is professor emeritus of Hebrew 
literature and Emeritus Steinberg Professor of Human Relations at 
Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion, Los Angeles, 
where he has been on the faculty for forty-fi ve years. He is founding 
director of the Rhea Hirsch School of Education, the MUSE project in 
museum education of the Skirball Museum, and the Kalsman Institute 
on Judaism and Health. He specializes in the literary renaissance of the 
early twentieth century and addresses problems of health and healing 
from the perspective of group behavior and modern logic. He is the 
author of the forthcoming book Midrash & Medicine: Healing Body and 
Soul in the Jewish Interpretive Tradition. 

RABBI SUE LEVI ELWELL edited The Open Door, the CCAR Haggadah 
(2002), served as the poetry editor and member of the editorial board of 
the award-winning The Torah: A Women’s Commentary (2008), and was 
one of the editors of Lesbian Rabbis: The First Generation (2001). The 
founding director of the Los Angeles Jewish Feminist Center and the 
fi rst rabbinic director of Ma’yan, Rabbi Elwell has served congregations 
in California, New Jersey, and Virgina. She currently serves as Union 
rabbi and worship specialist for the Union for Reform Judaism.

MARC GERTZ, PHD, has been a professor at Florida State University 
for over thirty years. Among other courses, he regularly teaches re-
search methods and statistics. He is currently an offi cer of the Union 
for Reform Judaism and has served on that board since 1995. He has 
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conducted surveys and analyzed data for the Reform Movement on a 
wide variety of subject matters.

RABBI RAY NA ELLEN GEV URTZ is a native of Portland, Oregon, and 
is passionate about caring for all of God’s creatures. Rabbi Gevurtz has 
served congregations in Ohio, California, and Melbourne, Australia. 
She wrote her rabbinic thesis on “Tsaar Baalei Chayim and the Issue 
of Factory Farming.”

RABBI NEAL GOLD has been the senior rabbi of Temple Shir Tikva in 
Wayland, Massachusetts, since July 2005. Neal is involved in the lead-
ership of a variety of Zionist, interfaith, and tzedakah organizations. He 
is married to Heidi Gold, and they have two sons, Avi and Jeremy. 

AARON SAUL GROSS is a Historian of Religions specializing in Jewish 
Modernity. He is an assistant professor at the University of San Di-
ego, co-chairs the Animals and Religion Consultation at the American 
Academy of Religion, and is the founder of Farm Forward, a nonprofi t 
food and farming advocacy group. His current research interests in-
clude questions of ethics, subjectivity, and identity in relation to Jewish 
dietary practice and animal ethics. Gross holds an MTS from Harvard 
Divinity School and a PhD in religious studies from the University of 
California, Santa Barbara.

RABBI ALAN HENKIN is the Union for Reform Judaism’s Union rabbi 
for the West District. Prior to that he was the URJ’s regional director 
for the Pacifi c Southwest Council. He has served as rabbi for Temple 
Beth Solomon of the Deaf in Arleta, California, and Congregation 
Beth Knesset Bamidbar in Lancaster, California. He holds a PhD in 
social ethics from the University of Southern California.

RABBI PETER E. K ASDA N was named rabbi emeritus when he re-
tired in July 2001, after serving as rabbi of Temple Emanu-El of West 
Essex, Livingston, New Jersey, for thirty years. He continues to be 
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motivated in retirement by social justice, NFTY, JFTY’s Mitzvah 
Corps and the URJ’s Kutz Camp, the survival of the Ethiopian Jews, 
and the People and State of Israel, all of which were a major part of 
his rabbinic career. He served on the Commission of Social Action 
of Reform Judaism, on the board of ARZA / World Union, North 
America, as president of the Scholarship Fund for Ethiopian Jews, 
and as the rabbinic advisor of the Jewish Genetic Disease Consor-
tium. He was the recipient of the UAHC’s Fund for Reform Juda-
ism Distinguished Service Award, a NFTY life membership, and the 
CCAR’s Rabbi Samuel Cook Award for Service to Youth. His life-
long efforts on behalf of the migrant worker community, specifi cally 
his support of and personal friendship with Cesar Chavez and the 
multi-generations of the Chavez-Rodriguez family, was and remains 
a highlight of his life. 

RABBI ZOË KLEIN is the senior rabbi of Temple Isaiah in Los Angeles. 
She is the author of the novel Drawing in the Dust. She and her hus-
band Rabbi Jonathan Klein have three children, who, if they had their 
way, would prefer their parents to make three different main courses 
for each of them for dinner. 

RABBI KEV IN M. KLEINMA N is the assistant rabbi of Reform Con-
gregation Keneseth Israel in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania. He has a BA 
from Brandeis University (2002) and was ordained by Hebrew Union 
College–Jewish Institute of Religion (2009). Prior to entering rabbini-
cal school, Rabbi Kleinman worked as a Jewish environmental educator 
for the Teva Learning Center, where he met his life partner and wife, 
Chana Rothman. He also created and directed URJ Kutz Camp’s Teva 
Outdoor Adventure program in 2007 and 2008.

RABBI PETER KNOBEL is rabbi emeritus of Beth Emet the Free Syna-
gogue in Evanston, Illinois. He is the immediate past president of the 
CCAR and past chair of the CCAR Ad Hoc Editorial Siddur Commit-
tee, which produced Mishkan T’fi lah. 
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TERJE Z. LA NDE wrote his doctoral dissertation on the economic 
geography of Israel and has been enamored by of Israeli wines ever 
since. A graduate of the Norwegian School of Economics and Business 
Administration (Dr. Oecon, MA, and MSc), he was a Fulbright Scholar 
at Hunter College in New York and a visiting research student at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He lives in Westfi eld, New Jersey, 
with his wife, Rabbi Mary L. Zamore, and their son Aryeh.

RABBI GERSH LA ZAROW emigrated to Australia from South Africa 
twenty-fi ve years ago. He attended a Jewish day school in Melbourne 
and later completed a completed a bachelor of arts at Monash Univer-
sity. After obtaining his graduate diploma in teaching, he commenced 
his rabbinical studies at Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute 
of Religion in Los Angeles. He successfully obtained his master of 
Hebrew letters in 2006 followed by a master of Jewish education the 
following year. Gersh receive his rabbinic ordination in May 2009 
and returned to Melbourne with his wife, Michelle, and their two 
children, Livia and Samuel, to begin his tenure as rabbi of the King 
David School, Australia’s only Reform day school. Gersh is a pas-
sionate educator with a strong commitment to Reform Jewish values, 
tradition, and community. When he is not teaching, Gersh can usu-
ally be found standing next to a barbecue enjoying the pleasures of a 
good grain-fed steak.

BARBAR A LER MA N-GOLOMB is the social responsibility consultant 
for Jewish Community Center Association of North America and the 
former director of education and outreach at Hazon. She is an author, 
activist, and Teva-trained experiential environmental educator. For 
over eighteen years she has been working to create healthy, sustainable 
communities through awareness, advocacy, and action. The former 
executive director of the Coalition on the Environment and Jewish 
Life (COEJL), Barbara originated the nationwide climate change and 
energy campaign “How Many Jews Does it Take to Change a Light 
Bulb?” and was featured in Lilith magazine as an “eco-revolutionary.” 
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She serves on the Union for Reform Judaism’s Commission on Social 
Action and Northeast Camp Commission.

RABBI RICHARD N. LEV Y is the rabbi of the synagogue and director 
of spiritual growth at the Los Angeles campus of the Hebrew Union 
College–Jewish Institute of Religion. He served for ten years as direc-
tor of the School of Rabbinic Studies at the L.A. campus and, prior to 
that, was for many years executive director of Los Angeles Hillel Coun-
cil. He served as president of the Central Conference of American Rab-
bis, during which time he shepherded passage of the 1999 Pittsburgh 
Principles. He is the author of A Vision of Holiness: The Future of Reform 
Judaism, published by the URJ Press in 2005, and the editor and pri-
mary writer of On Wings of Awe, a High Holy Day machzor published in 
1985, which is being issued in revised form in 2010–11. He is also the 
editor of On Wings of Freedom, a Passover Haggadah, and On Wings of 
Light, a siddur for Shabbat evening. He is married to Carol Levy, and 
they have two daughters, Sarah and Elizabeth.

RABBI SETH M. LIMMER is rabbi of Congregation B'nai Yisrael of Ar-
monk, New York. Five years ago, his synagogue began to explore new 
directions in kashrut. Those discussions led the congregation to part-
ner with the Roxbury Farm and Neighbor’s Link, a nearby immigrant 
workers’ center, thereby creating a CSA model that provides healthy 
and nutritious food both for those able to affort its cost and also for the 
working poor. Seth received his doctorate of Hebrew letters in 2008 
from Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion in the fi eld of 
Rabbinic hermeneutics, but more importantly is married to Molly Morse 
Limmer, with whom he is a proud parent to Rosey Esther and Lily Ben-
jamin Limmer, perhaps the future farmers of America. 

RABBI ELLEN LIPPMANN is founder and rabbi of Kolot Chayeinu / Voices 
of Our Lives, a seventeen-year-old progressive community in Brooklyn, 
New York. Rabbi Lippmann is the former East Coast director of MA-
ZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger, and former director of the Jewish 
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Women’s Program at the New 14th Street Y in Manhattan. She was an 
active participant in Interfaith Voices Against Hunger. Rabbi Lippmann 
is co-chair, with Rabbi Tirzah Firestone, of Rabbis for Human Rights–
North America and serves on the board of the Shalom Center. She is 
also on the rabbinic advisory boards for the Hannah Senesh School and 
Jews for Racial and Economic Justice and served as the fi rst social justice 
chair for the Women’s Rabbinic Network. She is the co-founder of the 
seven-year-old Children of Abraham Peace Walk: Jews, Christians and 
Muslims Walking Together in Brooklyn in Peace. She was ordained in 
1991 by Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion and also 
received there the degree of master of Hebrew letters. She holds a BA 
in English language and literature from Boston University and an MS in 
library science from Simmons College. Rabbi Lippmann and her partner 
are longtime Brooklyn residents. 

RABBI RICHARD LITVAK is senior rabbi of Temple Beth El in Aptos, 
California, one of the richest agricultural areas in North America. 
Rabbi Litvak has long been concerned with the plight of the farm 
workers and has actively been involved in the United Farm Workers 
Union. He helped the UFW secure the fi rst union contracts for straw-
berry pickers. Rabbi Litvak has served on the Kashrut Committee of 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis. As a committee member 
he encouraged concern for the just treatment of farm workers be an 
important part of a contemporary Reform Jewish food ethic. 

RABBI ROBERT J. MARX is the rabbi emeritus of Congregation Hakafa in 
Glencoe, Illinois. He was ordained at the Hebrew Union College–Jewish 
Institute of Religion in 1951, and earned a PhD at Yale University. He 
is the founder of Chicago’s Jewish Council on Urban Affairs and a co-
founder of Interfaith Worker Justice. In both organizations he seeks to 
bring prophetic values to the problems of contemporary society.

RABBI RACHEL S. MIKVA is the Schaalman Professor of Jewish Stud-
ies at Chicago Theological Seminary. Prior to her involvement in 
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academia, Rabbi Mikva served congregations in Chicago and New 
York. She is especially interested in the intersection of exegesis, cul-
ture, and ethics, which gives rise to her exploration of eco-kashrut.

RABBI BENNETT F. MILLER is the senior rabbi of Anshe Emeth Me-
morial Temple in New Brunswick, New Jersey. He is a member of the 
doctor of ministry faculty at Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute 
of Religion. He was the founding chair of the CCAR Task Force on 
Kashrut in 2000. He also serves as CCAR representative to the Board 
of Trustees of the Union for Reform Judaism. 

RABBI JOEL MOSBACHER (Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute 
of Religion, Cincinnati, 1998; DMin, New York, 2007) is the rabbi of 
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom in Mahwah, New Jersey. He is married to 
Elyssa and is Ari and Lev’s aba. He spent fi ve weeks this past summer 
volunteering at Kayam Farm at the Pearlstone Center in Reisterstown, 
Maryland, tending to the farm in the morning and studying Jewish text 
related to agriculture in the afternoon.

RABBIS LINDA MOTZKIN and JONATHA N RUBENSTEIN are co-rabbis 
of Temple Sinai in Saratoga Springs, New York. Jonathan, a baker and 
bread-making teacher, founded Slice of Heaven Breads and operates 
it out of the synagogue together with Linda, a soferet and scribal arts 
teacher. Slice of Heaven Breads is a component of the Bread and Torah 
Project, through which Linda and Jonathan offer experiential Jewish 
learning that combines bread making, scribal arts, Torah making, and 
awareness of the natural world.

RABBI MICHAEL NA MATH, the program director at the Religious Ac-
tion Center of Reform Judaism, lives in Potomac, Maryland.

RABBI K AREN R. PEROLMA N was born in Bremerhaven, Germany, 
and grew up all over the United States as part of a military family. 
She was ordained by the New York campus of the Hebrew Union 
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College–Jewish Institute of Religion in 2010 and currently serves Con-
gregation B’nai Jeshurun in Short Hills, New Jersey, as an assistant 
rabbi. Her rabbinic thesis focused on the legal and ethical issues of 
eating meat from a Jewish historical and sociological perspective. She 
is an alumnus of NFTY and URJ Camp Harlam and is passionate about 
the intersections of food, Judaism, feminism, and social justice.

RABBI OREN POSTREL was ordained by the Hebrew Union College–
Jewish Institute of Religion, New York, in 1993 and has served con-
gregations in Paris, New York, and Napa, California. Rabbi Postrel 
has studied wine at University of California–Davis extension and has 
written an online wine column merging wine and spirituality called 
Wines and Spirit. In Napa, Rabbi Postrel served Congregation Beth 
Sholom from 2007 to 2010. 

RABBI DEBOR AH PRINZ, CCAR’s director of Program and Member 
Service and director of the Joint Commission on Rabbinic Mentor-
ing, also researches connections between chocolate and Jews. At the 
CCAR she creates continuing education, trains interim rabbis, and 
administers the mentoring program. Senior rabbi of Temple Adat Sha-
lom, Poway, California, from 1988 until her retirement in June 2007, 
she previously served as rabbi of Congregation Beth Am in Teaneck, 
New Jersey, and was assistant rabbi at Central Synagogue in New York 
City. She has provided leadership to our movement as a member of 
the National Commission on Rabbinic-Congregational Relations, as 
a founder of the Women’s Rabbinic Network, and as president of the 
Pacifi c Association of Reform Rabbis. She blogs at http://www.jews-
onthechocolatetrail.org.

RABBI DOUG SAGAL is senior rabbi of Temple Emanu-El in Westfi eld, 
New Jersey. He is a graduate of Wesleyan University, Hebrew Union 
College–Jewish Institute of Religion, and Yale Divinity School. He is 
a visiting lecturer at the Academy for Jewish Religion.
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RABBI MARK SA METH is the spiritual leader of Pleasantville Com-
munity Synagogue in Westchester County, New York. Ordained from 
Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion in 1998, his es-
says on Jewish diet have appeared in Olitzky and Judson’s The Rituals 
and Practices of a Jewish Life (Jewish Lights, 2002) and Jewish Ritual: A 
Brief Introduction for Christians (Jewish Lights, 2004). A landmark paper 
purporting to reveal the long-long lost pronunciation of the Tetra-
grammaton “Who is He? He is She: The Secret Four Letter Name of 
God” appeared in the CCAR Journal, Summer 2008. A teacher of Jew-
ish meditation, Rabbi Sameth sends short, daily kavvanot (intentions) 
from http://twitter.com/Fourbreaths. 

NIGEL SAVAGE is the director of Hazon, which fosters sustainable 
community, within and beyond the Jewish world. Nigel teaches and 
writes widely and was named a member of the Forward’s annual list of 
the fi fty most infl uential people in the American Jewish community. 
He is believed to be the fi rst English Jew to cycle across the state of 
South Dakota on a recumbent bike. For more information on Hazon’s 
Jewish food programs, go to www.hazon.org.

RABBI ARIA NA SILV ER MA N is the assistant rabbi of Temple Kol Ami 
in West Bloomfi eld, Michigan. She was raised in Chicago, received 
her AB in history from Harvard University in 2000, and from 2000 to 
2001, served as a legislative assistant at the Religious Action Center 
of Reform Judaism and the Coalition on the Environment and Jewish 
Life. She has worked for the Sierra Club, Hazon, Temple Beth Israel 
in Steubenville, Ohio, and Congregation Emanu-El of the City of New 
York. She was ordained by the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute 
of Religion in 2010 and is an alumna of the Wexner Graduate Fellow-
ship Program. She lives in Detroit with her husband, Justin R. Long. 

RABBI JOSEPH A ARON SKLOOT is a doctoral candidate in Jewish his-
tory and a Richard Hofstadter Faculty Fellow at Columbia Univer-
sity, as well as a graduate fellow at the Center for Jewish Law and 
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Contemporary Civilization at Cardozo Law School. His research con-
cerns the history of the interpretation of classical Rabbinic texts by 
early-modern and modern rabbis and laity. He was ordained a rabbi 
at Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion in New York 
in 2010, where he was awarded the Tisch Rabbinical Fellowship. He 
teaches regularly at congregations and institutions in the New York 
City area. 

RABBI LANCE J. SUSSMAN, PHD (Hebrew Union College–Jewish 
Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, 1980), is senior rabbi of Reform 
Congregation Keneseth Israel in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania; serves as 
national chair of the CCAR Press; and is the author of many books 
and articles, including Isaac Leeser and the Making of American Judaism 
and Sharing Sacred Moments. He is past chair of the Judaic Studies De-
partment at Binghamton University and has taught American Jewish 
history at Princeton University and Hunter College, among others. 
He is involved in community and interfaith activities nationwide and 
currently serves as a trustee of the Katz Center for Advanced Judaic 
Studies at the University of Pennsylvania.

RABBI MARK WASHOFSKY is the Solomon B. Freehof Professor of 
Jewish Law at Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion in 
Cincinnati. He serves as chair of the Responsa Committee of the Cen-
tral Conference of American Rabbis, which issues advisory opinions on 
questions of Jewish practice. He is the author of Jewish Living: A Guide 
to Contemporary Reform Practice and of the newly published Reform Re-
sponsa for the Twenty-First Century: Sh’eilot Ut’shuvot (CCAR Press).

RABBI DONALD A. WEBER has served as the rabbi of Temple Rodeph 
Torah of Marlboro, New Jersey, since 1984. He is a chaplain for the 
Marlboro Township Police Department and a founding member of 
the Marlboro Ethics Board. His commitment to feeding the hungry 
led Rodeph Torah to become one of the fi rst partner congregations of 
MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger, and the congregation’s food 
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drives average over fi ve tons of food per year. Rabbi Weber is the cre-
ator of TRTCares, a nationally recognized volunteer group that seeks 
to help those needing assistance with employment, legal, fi nancial, and 
mental health matters.

RABBI ELLEN WEINBERG DREYFUS is president of the Central Con-
ference of American Rabbis. She is the rabbi of B’nai Yehuda Beth 
Sholom, a Reform congregation in the south suburbs of Chicago. She 
loves to cook and has written and lectured for many years on issues 
about Jews and food.

RABBI JOSH WHINSTON serves as spiritual leader of Temple Beth Da-
vid in Cheshire, Connecticut. Rabbi Whinston’s experience slaughter-
ing chickens was a profound, life-changing moment that he will never 
forget. Although slaughtering is not a part of his regular duties as rabbi, 
it will forever shape his rabbinate. 

RABBI ERIC H. YOFFIE is the President of the Union for Reform 
Judaism, the congregational arm of the Reform Jewish Movement 
in North America. The Union represents 1.5 million Reform Jews 
in more than nine hundred synagogues across the United States and 
Canada. Installed as president in June 1996, Rabbi Yoffi e has led the 
Reform Movement in exciting new directions, moving congregational 
life toward greater attention to Torah study and adult literacy. In ad-
dition Rabbi Yoffi e has created two worship initiatives for the Reform 
Movements and has been a pioneer in interfaith relations with both 
Christians and Muslims. Rabbi Yoffi e has also been deeply involved 
in issues of social justice and community concern. He has also worked 
tirelessly on behalf of the Jewish state and the rights of Reform Jews 
in Israel, and meets frequently with Israel’s elected offi cials. Raised 
in Worcester, Massachusetts, Rabbi Yoffi e was ordained at Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in New York in 1974, and 
served congregations in Lynbrook, New York, and Durham, North 
Carolina, before joining the Union in 1980. He and his wife, Amy 
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Jacobson Yoffi e, reside in Westfi eld, New Jersey, and have two chil-
dren, Adina and Adam. Rabbi Yoffi e is a regular blogger for the Huff-
ington Post and the Jerusalem Post.

RABBI MARY L. ZA MORE was ordained in 1997 from HUC-JIR, where 
she was the recipient of the Messinger Family Scholarship, as well as fel-
lowships from ARIL and the STAR Foundation. She currently serves as 
the Associate Rabbi of Temple B’nai Or of Morristown, NJ.  She has also 
served Temple Emanu-El of Westfi eld, NJ and Temple Beth Am of Par-
sippany, NJ. Rabbi Zamore is considered to be the fi rst Reform mashgihah 
overseeing a New Jersey Bakery from 1997–2001. A member of Hazon’s 
Jewish Food Educator Network, she frequently writes and teaches on a 
variety of topics, including kashrut. Rabbi Zamore lives in Westfi eld, NJ 
with her husband Terje Lande and their 10-year old son Aryeh.

RABBI IRW IN ZEPLOW ITZ is senior rabbi at The Community Syna-
gogue in Port Washington, New York. He has lectured and taught 
in a wide variety of advanced adult learning settings and has written 
a series of divrei Torah on the Book of Exodus for the Union for Re-
form Judaism. He has a particular interest in issues of social justice in 
the area of same-sex marriage, homelessness and poverty, intergroup 
dialogue, and Israel. Rabbi Zeplowitz loves to cook (and eat!), and he 
is an organic gardener. He has encouraged a garden at his synagogue, 
with produce harvested given to local food banks. 

RABBI RUTH A. ZLOTNICK has been rabbi of Temple Beth Or in the 
Township of Washington, New Jersey, since July 2008. She previously 
served at New York's Central Synagogue as associate rabbi and direc-
tor of lifelong learning. Upon ordination, Rabbi Zlotnick worked as 
the associate director of programs at Synagogue 2000, now known as 
Synagogue 3000. As a rabbinical student, Rabbi Zlotnick was an intern 
for the URJ’s Department of Jewish Family Concerns and coordinated 
L’Tapayach Tikvah / To Nourish Hope, a program for the prevention 
of eating disorders.


