
65 Chapter 5

suddenly, because the field
must have it: wildpeace.

(YEHUDA AMICHAI)

Interfaith Prayers for Peace
O God, you are the source of life and peace.
Praised be your name forever.
We know it is you who turn our minds to thoughts of 
peace.
Hear our prayer in this time of war.
Your power changes hearts.
Muslims, Christians, and Jews remember, and 
profoundly affirm,
that they are followers of the one God,
children of Abraham, brothers and sisters.
Enemies begin to speak to one another;
those who were estranged join hands in friendship;
nations seek the way of peace together.
Strengthen our resolve to give witness to these
truths by the way we live.
Give to us:
understanding that puts an end to strife;
mercy that quenches hatred; and
forgiveness that overcomes vengeance.
Empower all people to live in your law of love.
Amen.

We pray for Israel,
Both the mystic ideal of our ancestors’ dreams,
And the living miracle, here and now,
Built of heart, muscle, and steel.
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May she endure and guard her soul,
Surviving the relentless, age-old hatreds,
The cynical concealment of diplomatic deceit,
And the rumblings that warn of war.
May Israel continue to be the temple that magnetizes
The loving eyes of Jews in all corners:
The Jew in a land of affluence and relative peace
Who forgets the glory and pain of his being,
And the Jew in a land of oppression whose bloodied fist
Beats in anguish and pride
Against the cage of his enslavement.
May Israel yet embrace her homeless, her own,
And bind the ingathered into one people.
May those who yearn for a society built on human 

concern
Find the vision of the prophets realized in her.
May her readiness to defend
Never diminish her search for peace.
May we always dare to hope
That in our day the antagonisms will end,
That all the displaced, Arab and Jew, will be rooted 

again,
That within Israel and across her borders
All God’s children will touch hands in peace.

(NAHUM WALDMAN)

Eternal God, whose presence is over all of us, help us through 
our prayers and our deeds to be able to build trust between us 
and our enemies. We ask You to spread Your shelter of peace 
over the State of Israel, granting safety to those who guard and 
those who watch, giving skill to those who negotiate, so that 
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