Contributors

Rabbi Judith Z. Abrams, PhD (Hebrew Union College—Jewish
Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, 1985), is the founder and director of
Maqgom (magom.com), a school for adult Talmud study, and is a win-
ner of the Covenant Award.

Rabbi Richard F. Address, DMin is a rabbi of Congregation
M’kor Shalom in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. Prior to returning to the
pulpit, he served as a regional director for the Union for Reform Juda-
ism and founding director of the URJ Department of Jewish Family
Concerns. He also is the founder and editor of www.jewishsacredaging.
com and teaches at the New York campus of Hebrew Union College—
Jewish Institute of Religion.

Rabbi David Adelson is a graduate of Hebrew Union College
and has served as rabbi of East End Temple in New York City since
2000. He has also trained as a hospital chaplain and currently serves
as a spiritual director to rabbinic and cantorial students at Hebrew
Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion. He is a leader in Just
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Congregations and Manhattan Together (UR]J and IAF community
organizing work). He lives in Brooklyn, New York, with his wife, Lynn
Harris, and children, Bess and Sam.

Rabbi Julie Pelc Adler works at the Aitz Hayim Center for Jew-
ish Living in Glencoe, Illinois. She also serves as the director of the
Berit Mila Program of Reform Judaism. She received master’s degrees
from the University of Judaism and from Harvard Graduate School
of Education and was ordained as a rabbi by Hebrew Union College—
Jewish Institute of Religion. She co-edited the anthology Foining the
Sisterhood: Young Fewish Women Write Their Lives, published by SUNY
Press in 2003, and has published essays and articles in Spirituality and
Health, Lilith, and Reform Judaism magazines, as well as The Sacred
Table: Creating a fewish Food Ethic, Midrash and Medicine: Healing Body
and Soul in the Fewish Interpretive Tradition, and Torah Queeries: Weekly
Commentaries on the Hebrew Bible.

Rabbi Camille Shira Angel is celebrating her bat mitzvah year as
the rabbi of Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, San Francisco’s most inclusive
and progressive twenty-first-century Jewish congregation. Ordained by
Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion, she is an award-
winning educator and author, whose contributions include Siddur Sha’ar
Zahav; Intimate Connections: A LGBTQ and Jewish Values Curriculum; and
“Aging and Judaism,” a special issue of the Fournal of Psychology and fuda-
ism. She serves on the national advisory board of the Religious Action
Center, the Reform Movement’s Commission on Social Justice, as well
as the Rabbinic Advisory Council for Shalom Bayit. She’s a grateful iz
and co-parent of a beautiful daughter and loves being Jewish.

Rabbi David Dunn Bauer is an alumnus of Yale University, Re-
constructionist Rabbinical College, the Conservative Yeshiva, Insti-
tute for Jewish Spirituality, and Rabbinic Leadership Program, and
is the first Jew to earn the Certificate in Sexuality and Religion from
Pacific School of Religion. He is a rabbi, pastoral counselor, Queer
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activist, scholar, and sex educator, with a background in professional
theater and opera. He teaches widely on Queer Theology and Spiri-
tuality and on Eros and Jewish Thought. In addition to synagogues
and churches around the country, he has for years taught for Nehirim,
Easton Mountain Retreat Center, and the Body Electric School. He is
the founder of Queer Spiritual Counseling, a private counseling prac-
tice based in the knowledge that God is Queer and so is the Universe
(www.queerspiritualcounseling.com).

Rabbi Karen Bender grew up in Los Angeles in the home of Israeli
parents, members of a Conservative Synagogue. She studied political
science at the University of California, Berkeley, and earned her mas-
ter’s in Hebrew letters and rabbinic ordination from Hebrew Union
College—Jewish Institute of Religion in 1994. She served as rabbinic
intern in Prescott, Arizona, in Boise, Idaho, and at Central Synagogue
of New York. She served at Temple Beth-El of Great Neck, New
York, from 1994 to 2001 and as associate rabbi of Temple Judea in
Tarzana, California, from 2001 to the present. Rabbi Bender has pub-
lished numerous sermons, poems, and articles. She has three children,
Josie, Joshua, and Shoshana.

Rabbi Barry H. D. Block assumed the pulpit of Congregation
B’nai Israel in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 2013. He wrote “Unplanned
Fatherhood” during a sabbatical at Temple Beth-El in San Antonio,
Texas, where he served from 1992 to 2013. A graduate of Amherst Col-
lege, Rabbi Block was ordained by the Hebrew Union College—Jew-
ish Institute of Religion in New York in 1991. Among a wide variety
of regional and national leadership positions in Reform Judaism, he
served as rabbinic advisor of UR] Greene Family Camp for over two
decades. Rabbi Block is a former board chair of the Planned Parent-
hood Trust of South Texas.

Rabbi Eugene B. Borowitz received his bachelor’s degree from
Ohio State University. He was ordained and received the first of
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his two earned doctor’s degrees from Hebrew Union College, the
other being from Teachers College Columbia University. He has
served congregations in St. Louis, Missouri, and Port Washington,
New York, and was a navy chaplain during the Korean War. Prior
to his academic position, he was national director of education for
Reform Judaism at the Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
editing its books, curricula, and educational periodicals. Presently,
Rabbi Borowitz serves as the Sigmund L. Falk Distinguished Pro-
tessor of Education and Jewish Religious Thought at the New York
School of Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, where
he has taught since 1962. He is a prolific author, having written
hundreds of articles and many books on various aspects of Jewish
religious thought.

Rabbi Jeffrey Brown serves as the spiritual leader of Scarsdale
Synagogue Temples Tremont and Emanu-El in Scarsdale, New York.
He was ordained by Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Reli-
gion in 2005 and previously served as associate rabbi of Temple Solel
in Cardiff, California, from 2005 to 2012. His contribution to this book
was originally published in the Spring 2012 issue of the CCAR Fournal:
The Reform fewish Quarterly.

Dr. Karen Carpenter, PhD, PGCHE is a psychologist, Florida
board-certified clinical sexologist, and sex therapist. She is a founding
member of the Caribbean Sexuality Research Group at the University
of the West Indies and runs a free sexology clinic for the public as well
as a private practice. Dr. Carpenter is a weekly guest expert on issues
of human sexuality and relationships on various television and radio
shows. She is the host of the radio program Love & Sex with Dr. Karen
Carpenter and has written the “Love & Sex” newspaper column. She
is a full-time researcher in the area of human sexuality and conducts
research in psycholinguistics, language, and sexuality and in HIV pre-
vention and control. Follow her on Twitter and WordPress: @love-

andsexja and loveandsexjamaica.wordpress.com.
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Rabbi Jonathan K. Crane, PhD, is the Raymond F. Schinazi Ju-
nior Scholar of Bioethics and Jewish Thought at Emory University’s
Center for Ethics. President of the Society of Jewish Ethics, he co-
edited with Rabbi Elliot N. Dorff The Oxford Handbook of Fewish Ethics
and Morality and authored Narratives and Fewish Bioethics.

Rabbi Nikki Lyn DeBlosi, PhD, was ordained in 2013 by Hebrew
Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion in New York City and cur-
rently serves on the rabbinic staff of the pluralistic Bronfman Center
for Jewish Student Life/Hillel of New York University. She holds a
BA summa cum laude in women’s studies from Harvard University and
an MA and PhD in performance studies from New York University.
Her academic areas of interest include queer theory, ethics, and gender
and sexuality in popular culture. Before pursuing graduate-level study,
Rabbi DeBlosi worked as a campus organizer and writer for the Femi-
nist Majority Foundation. She lives in Brooklyn with her wife and son.

Rabbi Geoffrey W. Dennis (Hebrew Union College—Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion, C 1996) is rabbi of Congregation Kol Ami in Flower
Mound, Texas, as well as adjunct professor of rabbinics in the Jewish
Studies Program of the University of North Texas. He is the author of
numerous academic and professional articles, as well as one book, The

Encyclopedia of Fewish Myth, Magic, and Mysticisim (2007).

Rabbi Elliot N. Dorff, PhD, is rector and Distinguished Service
Professor of Philosophy at American Jewish University and visiting
professor at University of California, Los Angeles, School of Law.
He has served on four federal commissions, including the Surgeon
General’s commission to create a Call to Action for Responsible
Sexual Behavior in order to diminish the spread of sexually transmit-
ted diseases, and he serves as chair of the Conservative Movement’s
Committee on Jewish Law and Standards, for which he co-wrote the
rabbinic ruling that permitted Conservative rabbis to officiate at the
weddings of gay men or lesbians. His “Rabbinic Letter on Human
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Intimacy,” originally written with and for the Rabbinical Assembly’s
Commission on Human Intimacy, is now a chapter of his book Love
Your Neighbor and Yourself: A Jewish Approach to Modern Personal Eth-
ics, which also contains chapters on parent/child relations and family
violence, and his book Matters of Life and Death: A Fewish Approach
to Modern Medical Ethics contains chapters on contraception, abor-
tion, and infertility treatments.

Rabbi Mark Dratch is executive vice president of the Rabbinical
Council of America and founder of JSafe: The Jewish Institute Sup-
porting an Abuse-Free Environment.

Rabbi Billy Dreskin grew up in Cincinnati, Ohio, and attended
Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts, where he earned a
degree in music composition. He later attended and was ordained in
1987 by Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion’s New
York campus. He has served as a rabbi at Woodlands Community
Temple in White Plains, New York, since 1995. Rabbi Dreskin is mar-
ried to Cantor Ellen Dreskin and is the proud father of Katie, Jonah
(z”), and Aiden.

Rabbi Denise L. Eger is the founding rabbi of Congregation
Kol Ami in West Hollywood, California. She is a noted activist for
LGBT equality, working within the Reform Movement, both in
Israel, and the United States. She was named by Equality Forum as
a gay icon and by the Huffington Post as the most influential LGBT
clergyperson in America. She is the president elect of the Central
Conference of American Rabbis. She is the proud mom of Ben, a
college student.

Rabbi Stephen J. Einstein, DHL, DD is the founding rabbi of
Congregation B’nai Tzedek in Fountain Valley, California. Having
completed six years as chair of the Central Conference of American
Rabbis Ethics Committee, he now serves the CCAR as vice president
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for member services. He is co-editor of Introduction to Fudaism: A
Sourcebook and co-author of Every Person’s Guide to Judaism, and co-
chair of the URJ-CCAR Commission on Outreach, Membership,
and Caring Community. A longtime mentor to rabbinical students,
he teaches rabbinic practice at Hebrew Union College—Jewish In-
stitute of Religion in Los Angeles.

Margarete Myers Feinstein, PhD, is research scholar at the Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles, Center for the Study of Women.
Feinstein has written extensively about Jewish displaced persons and
postwar German national identity. Her recent book Holocaust Survivors
in Postwar Germany, 19451957 (Cambridge University Press) tells the
remarkable story of survivors reclaiming their lives and forging Jewish
community while still on German soil.

Rabbi Sharon G. Forman was raised in Norfolk, Virginia, and was
ordained as a Reform rabbi by Hebrew Union College—Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion in 1994. A Yale University graduate, she also holds a
master’s degree from Columbia Teachers College. She served as the
director of the religious school at Manhattan’s Temple Shaaray Tefila
for seven years, where she also served as associate rabbi and director of
youth activities. She currently teaches at Westchester Reform Temple
and resides in Westchester County, New York, with her husband,
Steven, and three children, Abigail, Joshua, and Benjamin. Also she is
the author of the Union for Reform Judaism’s Honest Answers to Your
Child’s Fewish Questions (UR] Press, 20006).

Rabbi Karen L. Fox, LMFT, a Californian native, graduated from
the University of California, Los Angeles, in 1973 and was ordained
as a rabbi by the Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion,
New York, in 1978. She earned an MA in counseling psychology at
Pepperdine University in 1990. She maintains her California license as
a marriage and family psychotherapist. Rabbi Fox has served Wilshire
Boulevard Temple for over twenty years, in various rabbinic capacities.



754 + THE SACRED ENCOUNTER

She served as a regional director for the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations (now Union for Reform Judaism) in New York and
New Jersey as well as middle school director of Pressman Academy
Day School, at Temple Beth Am, in Los Angeles. She has also pub-
lished a user-friendly guide to Jewish holidays called Seasons for Cel-
ebration (Putnam, 1992). Rabbi Fox has enjoyed chevruta study, ongoing
study of Jewish texts with colleagues.

Rabbi Laura Geller is the senior rabbi of Temple Emanuel in Bev-
erly Hills, California. She was the third woman ordained by Hebrew
Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion and the first to be selected
to lead a major metropolitan synagogue. Among her awards and hon-
ors was being named one of Newsweek’s fifty most influential rabbis in
America for two years and receiving the California State Legislature’s
Woman of the Year Award 1994. Author of many articles in journals
and books, Rabbi Geller is a frequent contributor to the Huffington
Post and served on the editorial board of The Torah: A Woman’s Com-
mentary, in which she has two essays. Rabbi Geller is a Fellow of the
Corporation of Brown University, from which she graduated in 1971.

Rabbi Steven Greenberg is a senior teaching fellow at CLAL and
director of the CLAL Diversity Project. In 2001 he appeared in Trem-
bling Before G-d, a documentary about gay and lesbian Orthodox Jews,
and joined the filmmaker, Sandi DuBowski, carrying the film across
the globe as a tool for dialogue. He is the author of the book Wrestling
with God and Men: Homosexuality in the fewish Tradition (University of
Wisconsin Press) and currently a founder and co-director of Eshel, an
Orthodox LGBT community support and education organization. He
lives with his partner Steven Goldstein and daughter Amalia in Boston.

Rabbi David Greenstein, PhD is the rabbi of Congregation
Shomrei Emunah in Montclair, New Jersey. He has written essays con-
cerning the renewal of tradition in the realms of Jewish ritual prac-
tice, aesthetics, ethics, and social thought. He is the author of Roads



Contributors * 755

to Utopia: The Walking Stories of the Zobhar (Stanford University Press,
forthcoming).

Rabbi Lisa J. Grushcow, DPhil is the senior rabbi of Temple
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, Montreal’s only Reform congregation. She
was ordained by Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion
(New York) in 2003, where she was a Wexner Graduate Fellow, and
holds master’s and doctoral degrees from Oxford University, where
she studied as a Rhodes Scholar. She is the author of Writing the Way-
ward Wife: Rabbinic Interpretations of Sotah and is a contributor to The
Torab: A Woman's Commentary, and Mishkan Moeid: A Guide to the
Jewish Seasons. She serves on the board of the Central Conference of
Reform Rabbis.

Rabbi Rachel Gurevitz, PhD, serves Congregation B’'nai Shalom
in Westborough, Massachusetts. She received her PhD from Univer-
sity College London in cultural geography (sociology), prior to her
rabbinic studies. She is a CLAL associate scholar and graduate of their
“Rabbis Without Borders” fellowship. She is married to Rabbi Suri
Krieger and has four adult stepchildren.

Debby Herbenick, PhD, MPH, is an associate research scientist in
Indiana University’s School of Public Health-Bloomington, co-director
of the Center for Sexual Health Promotion at Indiana University, and
sexual health educator for the Kinsey Institute for Research in Sex,
Gender and Reproduction. Dr. Herbenick has written five books about
sex and love. She has taught human sexuality to thousands of college
students and has an active research agenda related to women’s sexual
health, sexual response, and relationship quality.

Rabbi Lisa Hochberg-Miller has been the spiritual leader of Tem-
ple Beth Torah, Ventura, California, since 1997. She is a recognized
and respected leader of the interfaith community; her warmth and
ability to connect with others makes her as beloved in the interfaith
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community and with city leadership as she is with adults and young
people in Ventura’s Jewish community. Ordained from the Hebrew
Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion in 1991, along with her
husband Rabbi Seth Hochberg-Miller, she earned her MAHL in 1989,
her MAJCS with an emphasis in Jewish education at Brandeis Uni-
versity’s Hornstein Program in 1986, and a B] from the University of
Missouri—Columbia’s prestigious School of Journalism in 1981. She
and Seth are parents of three daughters.

Rabbi Deborah Kahn-Harris, PhD, was raised in Houston, Texas
and received her BA in art history from Mount Holyoke College in
Massachusetts. She came to the United Kingdom in 1989 to study at
the Oxford Centre for Postgraduate Hebrew Studies, before entering
the s’michab program at Leo Baeck College, where she was ordained
in 1996. In 2001 she went to live in Jerusalem for a year, where she
taught in several places, including the Machon and Ta Shma. After
a brief stint at as temporary assistant rabbi at Temple Beth Israel in
Melbourne, Australia, she returned to the UK, where she divided her
working time between serving on the rabbinic team at Sha’arei Tsedek
North London Reform (previously Southgate & District Reform Syna-
gogue), teaching at Leo Baeck College, working on her PhD in Bible
at the University of Sheffield, and teaching Bible and Jewish studies
at SOAS in 2007-9. Her PhD is entitled “A Hammer for Shattering
Rock: Employing Classical Rabbinic Hermeneutics to Fashion Con-
temporary Feminist Commentary on the Bible” and was completed
during the summer of 2011. Rabbi Kahn-Harris is currently principal
of Leo Baeck College, where she also teaches Bible.

Rabbi Molly G. Kane currently serves as the rabbi/educator at
Brooklyn Heights Synagogue in Brooklyn, New York. Rabbi Kane was
ordained in 2011 by Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion.
While in school, she served as student rabbi at Kolotr Chayeinu / Voices
of Our Lives, also in Brooklyn. Molly completed a graduate degree in
nonprofit management at the Milano School of International Affairs,
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Management and Urban Policy at The New School for Public Engage-
ment. She did her undergraduate work at Brandeis University. In addition
to her work as rabbi, Molly is also a comedic writer and performer.

Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan, PhD is the rabbi of the United Con-
gregation of Israelites in Kingston, Jamaica, and former rabbi of Tem-
ple B’nai Israel in Albany, Georgia. He is the author of Contemporary
American Fudaism: Transformation and Renewal (Columbia University
Press), The Cambridge Companion to American fudaism (Cambridge
University Press), American Reform Fudaism: An Introduction (Rut-
gers University Press), Platforms and Prayer Books (Rowman & Little-
field), Contemnporary Debates in American Reform Fudaism (Routledge),
and the just-released The New Reform Fudaism: Challenges and Reflections
(Jewish Publication Society).

Rabbi Marc Katz is assistant rabbi at Congregation Beth Elohim
in Park Slope, Brooklyn. After growing up in Barrington, Rhode Is-
land and attending Tufts University, Marc enrolled in Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion and was ordained in 2012. He
lives in Park Slope with his wife, Cantor Julia Katz.

Daniel Kirzane is a rabbinical student and Wexner Graduate Fellow
at the Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion in New York
City, where he received an MA in Jewish education and will be ordained
in 2014. He has worked for City Year: Washington, D.C.; BIMA and
Genesis at Brandeis University; and T ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Hu-
man Rights. He has also served as a student rabbi in Steubenville, Ohio;
in Brooklyn, New York; and at Columbia/Barnard Hillel.

Jessica Kirzane is a PhD candidate in Yiddish studies at Columbia
University. She holds an MA in Yiddish studies from Columbia Univer-
sity and a BA in English literature and Jewish studies from the University
of Virginia. Her research focuses on the representation of Jewishness
and gentileness in American Jewish fiction in Yiddish and English.
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Rabbi Elliot Kukla is a rabbi at the Bay Area Jewish Healing Cen-
ter in San Francisco, providing spiritual care to those struggling with
illness, grieving, or dying, where he also co-directs the Healing Cen-
ter’s Kol HaNeshama: Jewish End of Life Care volunteer hospice
program. His articles are published in numerous magazines and an-
thologized widely. Elliot has lectured on Jewish perspectives on gender
and sexual diversity across the United States and Canada, and his litur-
gies for new life cycles appear in numerous prayer books. He also has
served as adjunct faculty in pastoral care at Starr King School for the
Ministry (a part of the Graduate Theological Seminary of University
of California, Berkeley). Elliot was ordained by Hebrew Union Col-
lege—Jewish Institute in Los Angeles in 2006 and trained in chaplaincy
at the University of California, San Francisco, Medical Center in 2007.

Joel L. Kushner, PsyD was trained as a clinical and organiza-
tional psychologist. He is the founding director of the Institute for
Judaism, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity at the Hebrew
Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion, the Reform Movement’s
seminary. Internally, the Institute trains students and clergy on LGBT
issues and tools of inclusion. Externally, the Institute’s mission is to
achieve complete inclusion, integration, and welcoming of LGBT peo-
ple in congregations and communities. Dr. Kushner consults with a
variety of Jewish and non-Jewish organizations, locally and nationally,
and frequently lectures on LGBT education and inclusion across the
country. He sits on the National Religious Leadership Roundtable of
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force and on the boards of Cali-
fornia Faith for Equality, a Wider Bridge, and Nehirim. He is the se-
nior editor of Kulanu: A Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Inclusion
Guide for Congregations, published by URJ Press.

Rabbi Michael Adam Latz has served as the senior rabbi of Shir
Tikvah Congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota, since July 2009. He
is recognized as a leader on fair housing, ending gun violence, marriage
equality, creating spiritual communities, and progressive social change.
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He believes the rabbi’s job is to teach and live Torah in the very busy
intersection of spirituality and justice. Previously, he was the founding
rabbi of Kol HaNeshamah in West Seattle, Washington. Rabbi Latz
was ordained by Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion
in 2000. He has written for socialaction.com, and his sermon “The
Unbinding of Isaac” was selected by Sh’ma magazine as one of the
eighteen best sermons of 1999.

Marcie Schoenberg Lee, MSW, MAJCS, lectures widely on
sex and sexuality to diverse religious and secular audiences in the
United States and abroad, and she teaches human sexual behavior
at Arizona State University. The Warner Brothers Television Net-
work produced an episode of its series Raising Arizona Kids that
was an interview with Marcie entitled “Teaching Sexuality to Our
Children.” She has been a consultant on child development and on
sexuality to secular and Jewish preschools and elementary schools.
She also teaches her ongoing series “Artful Encounters with the
Hebrew Bible” (the entire Hebrew Bible and the Apocrypha through
art), “The Christian Bible’s Inspiration Was the Glorious Bible of
the Hebrew Nation,” “Biblical Brains and Bombshells: Women in
Judaism,” “Rhythms of Contemporary Jewish Practice,” and “Judaism
and Senior Issues: A Jewish Anchor.” She recently completed her
eighteenth year as director of the Hillel Teaching Scholars Program
for the Training of Religious School Teachers and is a proud 1975
graduate of Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion’s
(then) School of Jewish Communal Service.

Rabbi Daniel A. Lehrman, NCPsyA, LP, is a licensed psycho-
analyst practicing in Manhattan, Brooklyn, and South Orange, New
Jersey. Formerly a synagogue rabbi in Rockland County, New York, he
teaches and leads workshops throughout the New York metropolitan
area, with special emphasis on the overlap of psychology and Jewish
spirituality. He is on the teaching faculty of the Westchester Institute
in Bedford Hills, New York, and is at work on a book called If Brutality
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Is Human, a psycho-spiritual exploration of violence and moral frailty.
More information may be found at DanielALehrman.com.

Rabbi Leigh Lerner guided Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom of
Montreal for twenty-three years before becoming its rabbi emeritus in
2012. His commitment to social justice led to the organization of the
Temple Committee against Human Trafficking, which significantly
raised awareness of the problem of sex trafficking and prostitution in
Quebec, bringing together for the first time federal, provincial, and lo-
cal police to cooperate in ending trafficking. The congregation’s work,
including distribution of the rabbi’s guide to a Jewish understanding of
the issue, as well as large conferences for youth awareness, merited an
Irving J. Fain Social Action Award from the Religious Action Center
in Washington, D.C.

Rabbi Jane Rachel Litman is a senior congregational consultant
for the Reconstructionist Movement. She teaches at the California In-
stitute for Integral Studies and is the co-editor of the award-winning
Lifecycle series published by Jewish Lights. She is happy to answer
questions about congregational best practices, sexuality and gender
expression, gardening, Japanese art, and great hiking trails in North-
ern California.

Rabbi Michal Loving grew up splitting her time between
her mothers’ house in Long Beach, California, and her father’s
home in Holon, Israel. Ordained in 2012 by the Hebrew Union
College—Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnati, she received her
MA in Hebrew letters from HUC-JIR in 2011, her MA in philoso-
phy from California State University, Long Beach, in 2006, and her
BA in English and philosophy from Whittier College in 2002. She
currently serves as the director of congregational learning at Con-
gregation B’nai Israel in Sacramento, California, and in her spare
time loves to read, watch science fiction, and spend time with her
husband and two young sons.
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Rabbi Rachel M. Maimin serves as an assistant rabbi at Isaac M.
Wise Temple in Cincinnati, Ohio. She received her bachelor of arts
in psychology and French at the University of Pennsylvania. She was
ordained in 2013 by Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Reli-
gion in New York.

Rabbi Janet R. Marder was ordained in 1979 by Hebrew Union
College—Jewish Institute of Religion. Since 1999 she has been senior
rabbi of Congregation Beth Am in Los Altos Hills, California. In 2003
she was elected as the first woman president of the Central Conference
of American Rabbis. She is a senior rabbinic fellow of the Shalom Hart-
man Institute in Jerusalem and is a co-editor of Mishkan HaNefesh, the
new High Holy Day machzor for the Reform Movement. She is mar-
ried to Rabbi Sheldon Marder, of the Jewish Home in San Francisco,
and they have two daughters, Betsy and Rachel.

Rabbi Dalia Marx, PhD, is an associate professor of liturgy and
midrash at the Jerusalem campus of Hebrew Union College—Jewish
Institute of Religion. She teaches in the “Year in Israel” program, in
the Israeli rabbinic program, and in the MA education program. She
also teaches in various institutions in Israel and Europe. Rabbi Marx
writes for academic and popular journals. Her new book, titled 4 Femi-
nist Commentary: Tractates Tamid, Middot, and Qinnim, was published
in 2013.

Rabbi Edythe Held Mencher, LCSW, serves at the Union for
Reform Judaism as full-time faculty for Sacred Caring Community
and as a member of the adjunct faculty of the Hebrew Union College—
Jewish Institute of Religion’s Interfaith Doctor of Ministry in Pastoral
Counseling program. She also maintains a private psychotherapy
practices in Westchester and Manhattan. Rabbi Mencher was or-
dained by HUC-JIR (New York) in 1999. She received certification
from the Westchester Center for the Study of Psychoanalysis and
Psychotherapy in 1989 and currently serves on the faculty of their
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Training Institute. She earned her master of social work degree from
Hunter College School of Social Work.

Dr. Jay Michaelson holds a PhD in Jewish thought from the He-
brew University, a JD from Yale, and a BA from Columbia. He is
the author of five books, including the best-selling God vs. Gay? The
Religious Cuse for Equality (Beacon Press, 2011). Formerly the found-
ing director of Nehirim, a national LGBT Jewish organization, Jay is
currently vice president of social justice programs at the Arcus Founda-
tion, a leading funder of LGBT causes, and a contributing editor of the
Forward newspaper. Recently included on the “Forward 50” list of in-
fluential American Jews, Jay has held teaching positions at Boston Uni-
versity Law School, City College of New York, and Yale University.

Rabbi Andrea Myers is the author of The Choosing: A Rabbi’s Four-
ney from Silent Nights to High Holy Days and has been a columnist for
the Huffington Post. She was ordained by the Academy for Jewish Re-
ligion in 2002, where she was on the faculty and administration. She
has served congregations from the Rockies to the borscht belt and is
on the national board of Keshet, a national grassroots organization that
works for the full equality and inclusion of LGBT Jews in Jewish life.

Liya Rechtman is a student at Amherst College, studying both
English, with a concentration in trauma theory, and religion, with
a concentration in American Christianity. This year past year she
served on the college’s Sexual Misconduct Oversight Committee and
for a year prior served on the Sexual Respect Task Force. Liya is also
the founding editor of the campus’s online publication ACVoice.com,
where she writes about feminism, queer identity, and sexual respect.

Rabbi Selig Salkowitz, DMin, was born in Brooklyn, New York.
He earned his MHL and ordination at Hebrew Union College—Jewish
Institute of Religion in Cincinnati. He also possesses a certificate in
pastoral counseling from the Postgraduate Center for Mental Health
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in New York City, and he received his DMin in pastoral care at the
New York Theological Seminary. Rabbi Salkowitz served as a con-
gregational rabbi in Fair Lawn, New Jersey, for over thirty years. Af-
terward, as far as any person or research has indicated, he was the first
interim rabbi in contemporary Jewish rabbinic communities, assisting
a sequence of thirteen congregations in distress for one-year terms.
Additionally he was the chair of the CCAR Ad Hoc Committee on
Homosexuality and the Rabbinate, followed by serving as chair of the
Committee on Human Sexuality.

Rabbi Amy Scheinerman is a Jewish hospice chaplain, writer,
and teacher. She is a member of the Board of Trustees of the
Central Conference of American Rabbis, president of the Greater
Carolinas Association of Rabbis, and immediate past president of
the Baltimore Board of Rabbis. She maintains a popular website
that serves as an educational vehicle without borders, as well as a
Torah commentary blog and a Talmud blog with her chevruta. She
has served Conservative, Reform, and unaffiliated congregations and
teaches in a wide variety of venues, including as a visiting scholar

at congregations around the country.

Rabbi Rebecca Einstein Schorr was ordained by the Hebrew
Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion and is the editor of the
CCAR Newsletter, a CLAL Rabbis Without Borders fellow, and a con-
tributing author to the Rabbis Without Borders blog and the New
Normal: Blogging Disability. She is also a regular contributor to Kveller.
com and R].org and is a frequent guest on Huffington Post Live. Writ-
ing at her blog, This Messy Life, Rebecca finds meaning in the sacred
and not-yet-sacred intersections of daily life. Follow her on Twitter
@rebeccaschorr.

Rabbi Jonathan Stein served as president of the Central Confer-
ence of American Rabbis from 2011 to 2013. Previously he was edi-
tor of the CCAR Fournal, from 2003 to 2009. Having served as rabbi
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at Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation and Congregation Beth Israel
of San Diego, Stein is currently rabbi at Shaaray Tefila in New York
City’s Upper East Side, since July 2001.

Sarah Tuttle-Singer is an LA expat (reluctantly) growing roots in
Israel where she lives with her two kids and a one-eyed cat in a small
village with a view of rolling fields and endless sky. Sarah is a Contrib-
uting Editor at Kveller, the New Media Editor at Times of Israel, and has
written for Times of Israel, Offbeat Families, Huffington Post, and Fezebel.
Sarah is dangerous when bored.

Lee Walzer is the author of Between Sodom and Eden: A Gay Journey
through Today’s Changing Israel (Columbia University Press, 2000), Gay
Rights on Trial (ABC-CLIO, 2002), and Marriage on Trial (ABC-CLIO,
2005). A banking attorney during the week, he teaches Modern He-
brew through immersion at Temple Rodef Shalom in Falls Church,
Virginia, and is developing a curriculum for post—b’nei mitzvah students
to maintain Hebrew reading skills and teach about Israeli society and
culture through the study of Hebrew pop and rock lyrics. He lives in
Arlington, Virginia, with his husband, Kevin, and son, Joshua.

Rabbi Mark Washofsky, PhD, is the Solomon B. Freehof Pro-
tessor of Jewish Law at Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of
Religion in Cincinnati. He specializes in the literature of Jewish law
(halachah) and the application of legal theory to the understanding
of the Jewish legal process. He writes on the history and theory of
halachic decision making and issues of medical ethics in Jewish law.
He serves as chair of the Responsa Committee of the Central Confer-
ence of American Rabbis. His books include Fewish Living: A Guide to
Contemporary Reform Practice and Reform Responsa for the Twenty-First
Century, the latest printed collection of Reform responsa.

Rabbi Nancy H. Wiener, DMin, is the clinical director of the
Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Center for Pastoral Counseling at Hebrew
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Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in New York, where she
holds the Paul and Trudy Steinberg Chair in Human Relations. She
is also the rabbi of the Pound Ridge Jewish Community, a Reform
chavurah in Pound Ridge, New York. She holds a doctor of ministry
in pastoral counseling and a master of Hebrew letters from Hebrew
Union College, as well as a master’s degree in Jewish history from
Columbia University. She is a certified member of the National As-
sociation of Jewish Chaplains. She and her spouse, Judith, live in New
York City.

Rabbi Laura Novak Winer, RJE, is an expert in educating and
engaging teens and young adults within institutions of Jewish learn-
ing. Prior to founding her own consulting firm, she worked for twelve
years at the Union for Reform Judaism, helping to guide their youth
programs. Her Sacred Choices series of publications has won praise
for sensitively discussing adolescent relationships in pragmatic and
moral terms. Rabbi Winer has led education efforts at Jewish schools,
synagogues, and camps throughout the United States.

Rabbi Elizabeth S. Wood is the associate rabbi at the Reform
Temple of Forest Hills in Queens, New York. She worked with the
Kinsey Institute during her undergraduate career at Indiana University,
including her time as a teaching assistant to Dr. Debby Herbenick in
human sexuality classes. The intersection of health and wellness, sexu-
ality, and religion has always been an area of interest to Rabbi Wood.



