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[ama JEW because
the faith of Israel demands no abdication of my mind.

I am a Jew because
the faith of Israel requires all the devotion of my heart.

I am a Jew because
in every place where suffering weeps, the Jew weeps.

I am a Jew because
at every time when despair cries out, the Jew hopes.

I am a Jew because
the word of Israel is the oldest and the newest.

I am a Jew because
Israel’s promise is the universal promise.

I am a Jew because
for Israel, the world is not completed; we are completing it.

I am a Jew because
for Israel, humanity is not created; we are creating it.

I am a Jew because
Israel places humanity and its unity
above the nations and above Israel itself.

I am a Jew because, above humanity, image of the divine Unity,
Israel places the unity which is divine.

In prayer, “Israel” often refers to the Jewish people.
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BARUCH atah, Adonai
Eloheinu, Melech haolam,

she-asani b'tzelem Elohim.
PRAISE TO YOU, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe,

who made me in the image of God.

Baruch atah, Adonai
Eloheinu, Melech haolam,
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she-asani ben / bat chorin.

PRAISE TO YOU, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe,

who has made me free.
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PRAISE TO YOU, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe,

who has made me a Jew.

Baruch atah, Adonai
Eloheinu, Melech haolam,
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ozeir Yisrael big'vurah.

PRAISE TO YOU, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe,
who girds Israel with strength.

Baruch atah, Adonai
Eloheinu, Melech haolam,

oteir Yisrael btifarah.
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PRAISE TO YOU, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe,

who crowns Israel with splendor.

For being in

the image of God

For being
2
a free person

For being a Jew

For purpose

For harmony

202



