HAFTARAH FOR B’REISHIT

Isaiah, chapter 42, verse 5 to chapter 43, verse 11

42:5. Thus says the Eternal God,

the One who created the heavens and
stretched them out,

who made the earth

and all that grows in it,

who gives breath to its people

and spirit to all who walk on it:

6. 1, the Eternal, have called you in
righteousness,

and taken you by the hand.

I am the One who created you

and made you a covenant people,

a light to the nations:

7. to open eyes that are blind,
to bring the captive out of confinement,
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those who sit in darkness,
out of the dungeon,
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Commentary

5. Thus says the Eternal God. The Prophet is certain that God’s voice speaks through
him (see our General Introduction).

6. Covenant people. Our translation reads the Hebrew as if it read 02 oY (am b'rith),
with am meaning Israel, who will lead everyone on earth to a covenant with God. ' But since
the order in the text is oY ™3 (b'rith am, literally “covenant of people”), some understand
am to refer to humanity as a whole, which provides the meaning: “I have appointed you
[Israel] to provide a covenant for humanity, a light to the nations.”

A light to the nations. See the essay below. Rashi believes that the charge is addressed
to Isaiah himself: he is to lead the nations to see the divine light.

7. To open eyes that are blind. From lack of light in the dungeon of despair where the
people dwell. (The dungeon was also very real for some; thus, King Jehoiachin was jailed for
thirty-seven years.)?

8. That is My name. The name by which God revealed the Divine Presence to Moses
(see Exodus 3:15).*
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