
Contents

Foreword	 ix
	 Rabbanit Sara Tillinger Wolkenfeld
Acknowledgments	 xiii
Introduction	 1
	 Rabbi Douglas Kohn 
	 and Rabbi Leah Cohen Tenenbaum, DMin, BCC-PCHAC 	

Part I: Challenges from Within Us
1.	 Empathy, Power, and Tzedakah: 
	 Is Moral Justice at the Core of Humanity?	 11
	   Rabbi Sarah Bassin 
2.	 The Human Question: 
	 Choosing Between Good and Evil	 25
	   Rabbi Lucy H. F. Dinner
3.	 Belonging: You Are Who You Are With	 41
	   Rabbi Jan Katzew, PhD
4.	 In Memory of the Wayward Son: 
	 Meditations in Queer Jewish Theology	 61
	   Rabbi Hilly Haber, PhD
5.	 The Feeling Being: Was the World Created for My Sake?	 73
	   Rabbi Ellen Lewis

Part II: Challenges from Beyond Us
6.	 Your Mercies Extend Even to a Bird’s Nest: 
	 The Animal-Human Relationship	 93
	   Rabbi Alexandria Shuval-Weiner
7.	 Moving the Goalposts: Beyond the Beginning and End of Life	 107
	   Rabbi Jonathan K. Crane, PhD
8.	 When Artificiality Collides with Humanity: 
	 Can AI Develop a Soul?	 119
	   Rabbi Geoffrey A. Mitelman
9.	 From Creation to Creator: Humans Making Humans, 
	 Humanoids, Cyborgs, and Clones	 135
	   Rabbi Douglas Kohn 

Striving to Be Human: Jewish Perspectives on Twenty-First-Century Challenges copyright © 2025 by the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 
All rights reserved. Not to be distributed, sold, or copied without express written permission.



	viii	 striving to be human

10.	Medium, Message, and Humanity 
	 in the Newest Information Age	 153
	   Rabbi Dan Medwin 	

Conclusion: Tensions Between the Good and the Perfect 	 169
 	 Rabbi Leah Cohen Tenenbaum, DMin, BCC-PCHAC
Contributors 	 179

Striving to Be Human: Jewish Perspectives on Twenty-First-Century Challenges copyright © 2025 by the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 
All rights reserved. Not to be distributed, sold, or copied without express written permission.




