CONTENTS

Pr ef ace

I ntroduction

Orach Chayim
1. Propriety of Using D scarded Practices in
Ref orm Servi ces (1955, Israel Bettan). ...
2. Dyscarded Practices (1979, Valter Jacob)
3. Less than a Mnyan of Ten at Services
(1936, Jacob Mann)
4. Woman Wearing a Talit (1970, Sol oron
B. Freehof)
5. Worshiping with Covered Heads (1928, Jacob
Z. Lauterbach)
6. Participation of Non-Jews in a Jew sh Public
Service (1979, \Valter Jacob)
7. Odination of Winen as Rabbis (1922, Henry
Cohen)
8. Odination of Wonen (1922, Jacob
Z. Lauterbach)
9. Linitation of Congregational Menbership
(1980, Walter Jacob)
10. Synagogue Menbership of a Mxed Couple
(1982, Walter Jacob)
11. An Unnarried Couple Joining the Synagogue
(1980, Walter Jacob)
12. Forfeiture of Congregational Menbership by
Intermarriage (1916, K Kohler and
Jacob Z. Lauterbach)
13. Judai sm and Honobsexual ity (1973, Sol onon
B. Freehof) ... ... . .
14. Honobsexual s in Leadership Positions (1981
Walter Jacob) = . .
15. Refusing a Jew Menbership (1953, |Israel
Bettan) .~ ... ..
16. The Expul sion of a Menber from the Congre-
gation (1964, Solonon B. Freehof)
17. Collecting Synagogue Pledges Through Qvil
Courts (1961, Solonon B. Freehof)
18. CQientation of the Synagogue (1979, Wilter
Jacob) . .
19. Position of Synagogue Entrance and Ark
(1927, Jacob Z. Lauterbach). ==
20. Placing of Piano in Front of Ark (1955
I srael Bettan). .
21. National Flags at ReI i g| ous SerV| ces

American Reform Responsa, copyrigh((cJﬂ%504Me Cer'trﬁd’ola@rlce of B@Lax Faogg Co e

Used by permission of Central Conference of American Rabbis. All rights reserved.
Not to be distributed, sold or copied without express written permission.

21

24

25

44

45

47

49

.. 49

52

.61

. 63

. 64

. 64



Vi

22.
23.
24.

25.
26.

27.

28.
29.

30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

43.
44.

45.
46.

47.

48.

Yor eh

CONTENTS

Israeli Flag on a Synagogue Pul pit (1977,
Walter Jacob) == .
Wal ki ng Across Reli gi ous Syn‘ool S (1953
I srael Bettan). .
Decorations in the Fl oor of a Synagogue
(1979, Walter Jacob).

Carillon Misic (1953, Israel 'Bettan) .

Wrk on New Synagogue on Sabbath by Non-
Jews (1927, Jacob Z Lauterbach)
Buil ding a Chapel on a Cenetery (1979,
Walter Jacob) .
Sal e of a Synagogue (1919 G Deutsch)
The Hospital Chapel (1967, Sol ormon

B. Freehof) .. ... .. .
Bar Mtzvah (1913, K Kohler) =~ ...~ .

Bat Mtzvah (1913, D. Neunmark) .

Bat Mtzvah (1954, Israel Bettan). . .

Reform Attitude Toward Bar Mtzvah and Bat
Mtzvah (1979, Valter Jacob).

Bar Mtzvah for an Uncircuntised Boy (1966
Sol omon B. Freehof).

Time of a Bar Mtzvah (1953, I srael Bettan)..
Havdal a Bar/Bat Mtzvah (1982, Wilter Jacob).

Readi ng the Torah Portion in the Vernacul ar
(1913, ft. Kohler and D Neunark).
Who Shall Read From the Torah? (1924,
Jacob Z Lauterbach) .~
Unworthy Man Called To Torah (1962,

Sol omon B. Freehof) ... .

Omnership of a Sefer Torah (1974, Sol onon
B. Freehof). o
Fabric Wsed in a Torah I\/hntle (1977

Walter Jacob) .. .

Salting Bread Before the BI essi ng (1978,
Walter Jacob) . . .

Sabbat h Cobservance (1952 Israel Bettan)

Othodox Jew as Partner in Firm Keeping Q:Jen

on Sabbath (1932, Jacob Z. Lauterbach)...

Bl owi ng of the Shofar on Sabbath (1913,
K. Kohler and D. Neumark) == .
Bl owi ng of the Shofar (1923, Jacob
Z. Laut erbach)
Fermented Wne Not Required for Sacranent al

Purposes (1920, Julius Rappaport) = =

The Jewi sh Jubilee (1932, Jacob Z
Laut er bach) o

De- a
in ReformJudalsbm (1979, Valter

American Reform Responsa copyright (c) 1983 by the Central Conference of American Rabl

Used by permission of Central Conferencqog(;qb\xabbls All rights reserved.
Not to be distributed, sold or copied witholit €XpFess Written permission.

. 66

. 68

. 69

71

71

. 89

91
92

94

128



CONTENTS Vii

50. Kosher Kitchen in Mlitary Canps (1918,

G Deutsch) L S 131
51. Wse of Pyrex D shes for Meat and M1k

(1919, G Deutsch) . . ... 135
52. Substituting for Chrlstlans on Chrlstrras

(1972, Solomon B. Freehof). .. .. . o 136
53. Responsibility of Children to Their Parents

(1982, walter Jacob) . . 139
54. Grcuntision of Infants (1982, Wlter

Jacob) O 7
55. Grcuntision on a Day Qher than The Ei ghth

Day of Birth (1954, Israel Bettan) === 143
56. Grcuntision Prior to the E’ghth Day

(1977, Valter Jacob). . ... ... 145
57. Anesthetic for G rcuntision (1965

Sol onon B. Freehof) . = . . S 146
58. Nolad Mahul (Born G rcunctised) (1918,

K. Kohler). . K ]
59. Naning of Chlldren (1932 Jacob z

Lauterbach)y . 151
60. Children of Mxed Marriages (1919,

K. Kohl er). . ... ...193
61. Status of Chil dren of Doubtful Rel i gi ous

Background (1960, Solonon B. Freehof).... 195

62. The Status of a Gentile-Born Child Adopted
into a Jewish Famly (1956, Solonon

B. Freehof) == . o199
63. Adoption and Adopted Ch||dren (1978

Wl ter Jacob) = ... . 203
64. Status of an Uncircunti sed Retarded Adult

(1976, Walter Jacob) = ... 208
65. Cerut and the Question of Bel|ef (1982

Wl ter Jacob) . .. 209
66. Conversion Wthout Formal |nstruction

(1982, walter Jacob). .. ... .. .. . . . 211
67. Mental Conpetency of a Convert (1979,

walter Jacob) ... .. ... ... .. ... . .. . 215
68. drcuntision for Adult Proselytes (1893,

lsaac M Wse) = ... 216
69. Prospective Convert Wo Fears Orcum:| si on

(1978, Walter Jacob) == ... 238
70. A Convert with a Christian Famly (1982

Walter Jacob) = . ... 240
71. An Apostate Proselyte (1980 V\alter Jacob)... 241
72. Repairing Damaged Sefer Torah (1936,

J. Mann). .. ... 242
73. Rtual for D sposal of Damaged Sefer Torah

(1924, Jacob Z. Lauterbach) ... ... . . = 243

74. Physician Keeping Truth from Patient (1954,
American ReT)@ Respcgf%';%er R4\ byW‘) lg}qonfe f'&rerm Rabifis. Sav ( 1968

Used by permission of C merican a

. All rights reserve:
Not to be distributed, sold or cop\S@ih@fmﬁss then peFfs@eh F ,3 T 246



Viii

76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.

82.
83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.
91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.
101.

CONTENTS

Relieving Pain of a Dying Patient (1975,
Sol onon B. Freehof). . ... ... .. .. .
Alowing a Terminal Patient to De (1969,

Sol onon B. Freehof) .. ... .. .. ... .

Eut hanasia (1950, Israel Bettan). . ... . . .

Eut hanasia (1980, Walter Jacob) .. ... .. . .

Caesarean on a Dead Mdther (1972,

Sol onon B. Freehof). ... . ... . .. ...
Freezing Bodies for Later Revival (Qyo-

bi ol ogy) (1967, Solonon B. Freehof)
Aut opsy (1925, Jacob Z. Lauterbach) == = .
Wsing the Blood of the Dead (1967,

Sol onon B.  Freehof)
Transpl anting the Eyes of Deceased Persons

(1953, Israel Bettan) .. ... ... . . . .

The Use of the Cornea of the Dead (1956,

Sol omon B. Freehof) .. . ... .. ...

Surgi cal Transplants (1968, Sol onon B.

Freehof) .. ... ... . R

Qmi ssion of Commttal SerV| ces (1976

Sol onon B. Freehof) .. .. ... . ...

Burial fromthe Tenple, A so wth Reference
to Burial of Suicides (1923, Henry
Berkowi tz and Jacob Z Lauterbach) =

Funeral Service for a Suicide (1959,

Sol oron B. Freehof) .. .

A Eul ogy for a Suicide (1980, Walter Jacob)..
Masoni c Service at a Funeral (1946,
I srael Bettan) .
Funeral Rites of Fraternal O ders (1954,
| srael Bettan) .. ... .
Rabbi O ficiating at a Funeral of a Jew
in a Non-Jew sh Cenetery (1947, |srael
Bettan) = . ..
Rabbi O ficiating at Chrlstlan Sci entlst S
Funeral (1918, K Kohler and

J. Rappaport) ...
. 317

Burial on a Holy Day (1921, G Deutsch). = .
Burial of Jews in Section of Ceneral
Cenetery (1917, K Kohler and Jacob
Z. Lauterbach) = o
Burial of a Prospective Oonvert (1981,

Walter Jacob) .. . o

Burial of Non-Jew sh ers in Jew sh
Ceneteries (1914, 1916, 1919, 1936)). . .
Non-Jewi sh Burial in a Jewi sh Cenetery
(1963, Solonon B. Freehof) .. . =
Cemation fromthe Jewi sh Standpoint (1891)..
Choi ce of Cenetery (1917, K Kohler and

American Reform Responsa, copyright (cgaﬁmhe& {;ﬁm bggmncan Rabbis.
Used by permission of Central Conferenct cal egr

v naupgP o PrefierredBarial  Site (1978, Walter Jacob)...

253

257

261

271

274

. 277
278

. 312

314

..320

321

323

335

341

348
349



103.

104.

105.
106.

107.

108.

109.

110.
111.

112.

113.
114.

115.
116.

117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.

126.

127.

CONTENTS i X

Direction of Gaves in the Cenetery (1923,

Jacob Z. Lauterbach). . ... . .. . . 351
Direction of Gaves in a Cematery (1980

Walter Jacob). ... ... 352
Enpl oynent of Non-Jews in a Jew sh Cenetery
(1917, K Kohler and Jacob Z Lauterbach) 353
Renoval of Dead Body to Another Grave (1922,

Jacob Z. Lauterbach). . ... .. .. .. ... 353
Two Coffins in he Grave (1975, Sol onon

B. Freehof). . ... .. 355
Lapse of Tine Before Settlng a Torrbst one

(1932, Jacob Z. Lauterbach) .. .. .. .. . 358
The Setting of a Tonbstone (1979, Valter

Jacob). .. 359

Insignia on a Tonbst one (1980 Whl ter Jacob) 360
Enbl em of the Tribe of Levi (1923, Jacob Z

Laut er bach) . L 362
Tonbstone in the Absence of a Body (Oenot aph)

(1964, Solonon B. Freehof). .. .. ... .. . . . 362
Exchangi ng a Tonbstone (1970, Sol onon B.
Freehof) . . .. 365
Mot her's Name on Son's Tonbstone (1976,

Sol onon B. Freehof). . .. ... . .. ... . 367
The Vandal i zed Cenetery (1979, Sol onon B.
Freehof) . .. .. .. ... . .. 371

Putting Small Sticks in the Hands of the
Deceased Wien Placing in the Gave

(1923, Jacob Z. Lauterbach). .. .. .. .~ .. 373
Mourni ng Qustons (1913, K Kohler and

D. Neumark). ... ... .. .. ... ... 374
Kaddi sh (11980, Whlter Jacob) o . 377

Titles on a Kaddi sh List (1979, W&Iter Jacob) 379
Standing During Recital of Kaddish (1914,

K. Kohler) . .. . . . ... ... .. ..380
Length of Time for Recital of Kaddish

(1913, K Kohler and D. Neurmark) .. = .. . 383
Kaddi sh and D stinctions Between the

Dead (1914, K Kohler). .. .. .. .. ... . . ... . 386
A Prosel yte Reciting Kaddi sh for Deceased

Parents (1955, Israel Bettan) = . = = . . 386
Kaddi sh for a Unitarian Sister (1957,

Sol omon B. Freehof). . . ... .. . .. . . 387
Menorializing Christian Relatives (1977,

Wwalter Jacob) . ... . . .. ........390
The Educational Value of Yahrzeit (1914,

K Kohler and D. Neumark) .. .. . . . .. .. 392
Yahrzeit (1980, walter Jacob). . = = . .. .393

AmencanJRZOrm Responsa copyrlgh( C%B(%Qhe (Qntral Cor%rence ofgme!;can pM W dOW \MO |—hs
Used by permission of Central Conf blsn@"l@Sgerved | sr ael Bet t an) o } 395
SION

Not to be distributed, sold or copied wif out express writteri pert



X

CONTENTS

Even Ha-ezer

129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.

141.
142.

143.

144.

145.
146.

147.
148.
149.
150.

151.

American Reformoi Sa, COpy/Til h(( 1983 by me Cen)ral rence, of Al
B

Used by perm|53|

The Tabl e of Consanguinity (1978, Walter

Jacob) . .. 396
Rabbi's Prerogative to Oficiate at Wddi ngs

(1955, Solomon B. Freehof). .. ... ... . . . .. 398
A Layman O ficiating at a Jew sh V‘éddl ng

(1979, walter Jacob). o ..o 40
Jewi sh Marriage Wt hout Ch| | dren (1979

Walter Jacob) .. .. .. .. ... ... 404
Concubi nage as a Alternative to I\/hrrl age

(1979, walter Jacob). ... .. .. .. . .. .. .. 406
Ti mes When Weddi ngs Should Not Take Pl ace

(1913, K Kohler and D. Neumark). .. ... . . 410
Marri ages Between New Year and At onemnent

(1922, Jacob Z. Lauterbach) ... ... .. ... 412
Marriage on Shabbat or Yom Tov (1977,

Walter Jacob) == . 412
Marriage After a Sex Change Operatl on

(1978, Wlter Jacob) == ... 416
Marriage with Brother's Wdow (1925 Sarruel

S. Cohon). .. .. ... ... ... - 419
Marriage of Cohen to a Divorcee Prohibited

(1943, Israel Bettan). ... ... ... ... . .. . 435
Marriage with Step-Aunt (1917, K Kohler

and Jacob Z Lauterbach). .. ... ... . .~ . 436

Marriage with a Mother's Sister or Half-

Sister (Aunt or Half-Aunt) (1914,

K. Kohler) .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . .. .. .. . . 436
Marriage with a Mother's Sister or Half-

Sister (Aunt or Half-Aunt) (1923,

Jacob Z. Lauterbach). ... . .. . . .. . .. 437
Marriage with Karaites (1965, Solonon B.

Freehof). o ... . 438
Marriage of a Negro Man to a Jew sh V‘brran

(1954, Israel Bettan). ... ... ... .. . . .. . 440
Status of Children (1980, W&Iter Jacob) =~ . 441
Ref or m Judai sm and M xed Marriage (1980,

Walter Jacob) .= ... . 445
Prayer for Couple Oont enpl atl ng Int er-

marriage (1979, Walter Jacob) == == = 465
Rabbi Oficiating at Mxed Marri ages

(1919, K Kohler). . ... 466
Rabbi O ficiating at a Mxed Marrlage

(1982, Wilter Jacob) === ... 467
Marriage with a "Messianic Jew (1981,

Wl ter Jacob). L 471

Non- Jewi sh d ergy Part|C| pat|ng in a Jew sh
V‘éddl ng with a Rabbi (1977, Wilter

ican Rabbis.

Uik b.sﬁiﬁ%u T gl NIty (1979, Walter



CONTENTS

153. Masturbation (1979, Wilter Jacob) ===
154. Jewish Attitude Toward Sexual Relations
Bet ween Consenting Adults (1979,
Walter Jacob) ==
155. Sexuality of a Matur| ng G‘n I d (1979
Walter Jacob) = A
156. Birth Control (1927, Jacob Z. Laut erbach)
157. Artificial Insemnation (1952, Solonon B.
Fr eehof) .
158. Artificial Insem natl on (1952 AI exander
Quttmann) =
159. Surrogate Mt her (1982 Whlter Jacob)
160. Predeterm nation of Sex (1941, |Israel Bettan)
161. Divorce (Get) (1946, Israel Bettan)
162. Reform Judai sm and Divorce (1980, Valter
Jacob) = .
163. Divorce of Insane I-Usband (1919 G Deutsch)
Choshen M shpat
164. Validity of Rabbinical Oinions (1932,
Jacob Z. Lauterbach) .~ .. = = o
165. Rabbinical Fees and Sal aries (1966, Sol onon
B. Freehof) .
166. Ganes of Chance in Oonnectlon W|th Fund—
raising (1936, Jacob Mann). .
167. Jewi sh Attitude Toward Ganbling (1979
Walter Jacob) ==
168. Card-Playing in the Soci al HaII of the
Tenpl e (1955, Israel Bettan). o
169. How Should a Loan in Foreign (Russian)
Currency, Exchanged in Another Country
(United States) Be Repaid? (1920,
Samuel Mendel sohn). . o
170. Testinony Against a Famly anber (1980,
Wl ter Jacob) == o
171. Abortion (1958, Sol onon B Freehof) .....
172. Cosnetic Surgery (1976, Solonon B. Freehof)..
Appendi x: Report of the Conmttee on Patrilineal
Descent on the Status of Children of
M xed Marrlages .
| ndex. . . . :

American Reform Responsa, copyright (c) 1983 by the Central Conference of American Rabbis.
Used by permission of Central Conference of American Rabbis. All rights reserved.
Not to be distributed, sold or copied without express written permission.

Xi

. 479

. 480

. 483

485

. 500

. 501
. 505

508
510

. 511

514

. 522

. 523

527

. 528

. 531

. 532

539

541
544

547
5561





